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HELCOM TAPAS Workshop to develop the economic and social analyses 
within HOLAS II 
Time: Wednesday 11 May 2016, 9:30 - Thursday 12 May 2016, 17:00 
Venue: Finnish Environment Institute (SYKE), Mechelininkatu 34 a, Helsinki, Finland 

 

Aims 
The Workshop will contribute to the development of a regional framework for economic and social analyses 
in the Baltic Sea, with a particular focus on analyses of the use of marine waters.  

More specifically the Workshop will: 

• Propose economic sectors to be included in a regional assessment based on regional relevance and 
data availability 

• Elaborate on how to account for non-market values in the use of marine waters analysis 
• Outline more specifically the proposed analyses of the use of marine waters and its potential linkages 

to the assessment of human activities and pressures 
 

Context 
The outcome of the Workshop will contribute to the planned assessment of the use of marine waters within 
HOLAS II and propose ways to support a regionally harmonized reporting under MSFD Article 8 by the EU 
Member States. A second workshop focusing on ecosystem services and the cost of degradation analysis is 
planned for August/September 2016.  

The Workshop will be chaired by Ms. Soile Oinonen, Finland, under the HELCOM TAPAS project. 

 
Background 
The Project for Developing the Second Holistic Assessment of Ecosystem Health in the Baltic Sea (HOLAS II) 
runs from December 2014 to June 2018. The project will assess the overall environmental status of the Baltic 
Sea and evaluate progress in relation to the goals of the Baltic Sea Action Plan (BSAP). It will be developed so 
that it can also be used by the Contracting Parties also being EU Member States in reporting under the EU 
Marine Strategy Framework Directive (MSFD).  

The TAPAS project (Jan - Dec 2017) supports the developments needed to achieve the goals of HOLAS II. The 
TAPAS project is co-financed by a direct grant to HELCOM from the EU under the call “Assistance in the 
preparation of a regionally-coordinated assessment for the Baltic Sea region (Art. 8 and Art. 17 MSFD) and 

http://www.helcom.fi/helcom-at-work/projects/holas-ii
http://www.helcom.fi/helcom-at-work/projects/tapas/
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establishing links to WISE-Marine”. Guidance to the TAPAS theme on economic and social analyses is 
provided by the HOLAS II core team and by expertise from the HELCOM Contracting Parties through 
workshops. 

Developing a framework for economic and social analyses 
Economic and social analyses (ESA) have so far had a limited role in HELCOM regional collaborations but its 
further development has been highlighted in existing agreements. The evaluation of the MSFD Article 8 
reporting in 2012 revealed a strong lack of coherence by the EU Member States in the Baltic Sea region. The 
economic and social analyses were carried out using various approaches and from national perspectives, 
whereas the regional view point was missing.  

A central element for achieving a harmonized approach to ESA is to develop a common framework for the 
analyses. Draft outlines for a framework have been presented based on an initial workshop carried out in 
2015 (HOLAS II ESA 1-2015).  The draft conceptual framework amalgamates the two components of 1) the 
use of marine waters and 2) cost of degradation.  

A necessary step in developing the conceptual framework further is to achieve a common understanding on 
the data needs and data collection. Further, by developing the regional ESA framework using real data, 
potential data issues may be identified and potential solutions be proposed as part of the work. The 
Workshop aims to ensure that countries provide insights to how existing economic data could feed into the 
analyses, and may give feedback on how the data collection should be improved.  

Another main conclusion from HOLAS II ESA 1-2015 was the need to develop the economic analyses hand in 
hand with the assessments of status and pressures. This will be ensured by developing the analyses of the 
use of marine waters as an integrated part of the assessment of human activities and pressures within HOLAS 
II, and ways forward to achieve this will also be elaborated on by the Workshop.  

 

Preparations and expected contributions 
The Contracting Parties are welcome to invite experts of relevance for meeting the aims of the Workshop, in 
particular experts on environmental accounting. 

Workshop participants are advised that background documents will be sent out before the Workshop, and 
that participants are assumed to be familiar with the content of these in order to meet the aims of the 
Workshop.  

The participants are invited to inform further on how they can contribute to the Workshop by contacting 
the Workshop Chair, Ms. Soile Oinonen at soile.m.oinonen@ymparisto.fi.  

 

Registration 
The participants are kindly requested to register to the Workshop by answering the Participation Survey  not 
later than 29 April 2016. Please note that only registered users of the HELCOM Meeting Portal with relevant 
rights are able to fill in the Participation Survey and to access the restricted documents. Please find here 
instructions for first time Meeting Portal users. 
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